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  Tell Me Why Tales


Search Terms 

(Use for computer searches)

· Folktales

· Folklore

· Myths

· Tales


Subject Headings

· Folk Literature

· Folklore

Call Number

· 398.2, E (Everybody), F (Fiction), SC (Story Collection)


Databases, Indexes, Abstracts

· ABC-CLIO
· Gale-Cengage
· Grolier Online
· Marshall Cavendish
· ProQuest
· TumbleBook Library
· World Book Online Reference Center
· Braddock Eagle Blog  

Library catalogs

· FCPS Library Catalog
· FCPL Library Catalog
September 2011
"The world is full of stories, and from time to time they permit themselves to be told."

Old Cherokee Saying

A pourquoi story, also known as an origin story is a fictional narrative that explains why something is the way it is, for example why a snake has no legs, or why a tiger has stripes. "Pourquoi" means "why" or "because" in French. Many legends and folk tales are pourquoi stories.  Pourquoi stories offer links to natural connections to science and other content areas.  
For an introduction to the topic, see:

Key Resources at a Glance: 

· Braddock Eagle Library Blog 
· Long Long Time Ago: Stories for Children
Resources

      FORMDROPDOWN 

· Anansi the Spider: A Tale from the Ashanti, by Gerald McDermott
· Armadillo Tattletale, by Helen Ketteman

· Arrow to the Sun, by Gerald McDermott
· Baker’s Dozen: A Saint Nicholas Tale, by Aaron Shepard
· Beautiful Blackbird, by Ashley Bryan

· Cat’s Purr, by Ashley Bryan

· Children of the Dragon: Selected Tales from Vietnam, by Sherry Garland

· Coyote: A Trickster Tale from the American Southwest, by Gerald McDermott

· Coyote and the Laughing Butterflies, by Harriet Peck Taylor

· Coyote Places the Stars, by Harriet Peck Taylor

· Elephants Can Paint Too! by Katya Arnold

· Dragonfly’s Tale, by Kristina Rodanas
· Fire Race: A Karuk Coyote Tale About How Fire Came to the People, by Jonathan London
· First Strawberries: A Cherokee Story, by Joseph Bruchac

· Gilgamesh: Man’s First Story, by Bernarda Bryson
· Her Seven Brothers, by Paul Goble
· How and Why Stories: World Tales Kids Can Read and Tell, by Martha Hamilton and Mitch Weiss

· How Bear Lost His Tail
· How  Chipmunk Got His Stripes: A Tale of Bragging and Teasing, by Joseph Bruchac and James Bruchac
· How Jackrabbit Got His Very Long Ears, by Heather Irbinskas

· How Rabbit Lost His Tail, by Ann Tompert
· How the Guinea Fowl Got Her Spots: A Swahili Story of Friendship, by Barbara Knutson
· How the Leopard Got His Spots, by Rudyard Kipling
· How the Manx Cat Lost It’s Tail, by Janet Stevens
· Just So Stories, by Rudyard Kipling
· Leopard’s Drum: An Ashante Tale from West Africa, by Jessica Souhami
· Legend of the Panda, by Linda Granfield
· Master Man: A Tall Tale of Nigeria, by Aaron Shepard
· Nine-in-One Grr! Grr! by Blia Xiong

· Papagayo: The Mischief Maker, by Gerald McDermott
· Pecos Bill: A Tall Tale, by Steven Kellogg
· Rainbow Crow, by Nancy Van Laan

· Raven: A Trickster Tale from the Pacific Northwest, by Gerald McDermott
· Rikki Tikki Tembo, by Arlene Mosel
· The Rooster’s Antlers: A Story of the Chinese Zodiac, by Eric Kimmel

· Toad is the Uncle of Heaven, by Jeanne M. Lee

· When Turtle Grew Feathers: A Tale From the Choctaw Nation, by Tim Tingle
· Why Alligator Hates Dog: A Cajun Folktale, by J.J. Reneaux
· Why Anansi Has Eight Thin Legs
· Why Ducks Sleep on One Leg, by Sherry Garland
· Why Epossumondas Has No Hair, by Coleen Salley

· Why Leopard Has Spots: Dan Stories from Liberia, by Won-Ldy Paye
· Why Monkeys Live in Trees and Other Stories from Benin, by Raouf Mama
· Why Mosquitos Buzz in People’s Ears, by Verna Aardema
· Why Opossum is Gray: A Story From Mexico, by Janet Palazzo-Craig
· Why  Spider Spins Tales: A Story from Africa, by Janet Palazzo-Craig 
· Why the Sky is Far Away: A Nigerian Folktale, by Mary-Joan Gerson
· Why the Tides Ebb and Flow, by Joan Chase Bowden 
 FORMDROPDOWN 

· African Folktales & Fables
· Animals, Myths, & Legends
· Build a Folktale Machine
· Cherokee Stories
· How and Why of Writing a Pourquoi
· Native America Stories - printable
· Pourquoi Examples
· Pourquoi Stories
· Pourquoi Stories: Creating Tales to Tell Why 
· Pourquoi Tales
· Pourquoi Tales Lesson Plan
· Pourquoi Tales on the Literacy Stage
· Teaching With Pourquoi Tales
· Why in the World? - Tell Me Why pdf
· Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears:  A West African Tale – Lesson Unit
· Why Stories
· Writing How and Why Stories: A Unit for Second Through Sixth Graders 
 FORMDROPDOWN 

· Aaron’s World of Stories: Folktales, Fairy Tales, Tall Tales, Myths, Legends, and More 

· Absolutely Whootie: Stories to Grow By
· American Folklore
· EuroTales
· Kid’s Storytelling Club 

· Native American Legends, Folk Tales, and Stories
· Native American Lore
· Oban’s Myths, Legends, and Fables
· Pitara Folk Tales
· Resources for Reader’s Theatre 

· Story Hour 

· Story-Lovers World
· Story Telling in the Classroom
· Thinkfinity 

· Tim Sheppard’s Story Links
 FORMDROPDOWN 

· Elephant’s Child, Random House Video [videorecording]
· Pourquoi Tales on Video
· Stories from the Black Tradition, Children’s Circle [videorecording]
· United Streaming 
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